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40 
Old Dominion 500 Falls To Cale IMSA’s Year 


By Al Pearce 


MARTINSVILLE, Va.—They finally 
found a way to stop Cale Yarborough. Not 
beat him mind you—juet atop him. All 
you do is order up a late-afternoon 
downpour, wave the Old Dominion 500 to 
a half after 340 of ite 500 laps, aud go home 
two hours early. 

That's the way it was here at the 
Martinsville Speedway where Yarbor- 
ough won bis eighth NASCAR Grand 
National race of the year in the Nao. 11 
Junior Johnson Chevrolet. Ruin forosd an 
early stop in the $100,000 event but it 
made little differences, 

“We WEre foie bo win it rainor shine,” 


British GP To Lauda 


PARIS, France—Defending World 
Driving Champion Niki Lauda wag 
awarded victory in the Britiah GP by the 
International Sports Commission (CST) 

_ 24 here. 
ruling, which vacates Lauda chal- 
langer James Hunt's controversial win in 
the British GP after afirsi-lapcrashinthe 
July 18 race wae called by Hunt, “a 
disaster. They've Just written off the 
World Chumpionship."' 

The ruling, which followed an appeal 
by SEPAC Ferrari, the team for which 
Lauda drives, gave the Augtrian champi- 
on « 17-point lead over the British Hunt. 
Before the ruling the pair had been five 
points apart, with three points races, tho 
Grands Prix of Canada, the United States 
and Japan, remaining. 

The controversy surrounding the Hrit- 
ish GP stemmed from a first-lap crash in 
that event, triggered by Lauda's Ferrari 
teammate Clay Regarzoni. The crash 
seriously damaged Hunt's McLaren Mea 
Formula One racer and it Was unable to 
complete that firet lap. A to the 
PLA rule book that meant Hunt should 
have boon inelegible for the rewtart, but 
officials on the scene ruled in Hunt's 
favor; he regiarted in his spare car amd 
went on to win. Tt was the decision that 
allowed Hunt to restart thet was overtu- 
ruestll. 


Sa Ey 
Yarborough sabi of the M00-lap, 262-mile 
race. “I don't think anybody could have 
touched us the way we were going. Sure, 
Td like bo win ii by running 500 lape bute 
Win ie & win and we'll take ‘em the way 
they come to we.” 

Although if didn't look like if from 
where moet of Hie 30/000 sat and watehed. 
Yarborough was having troubles with his 
Holly Farms Chevrolet, On lap eight of 
the race he and pole-sitter Darrell Waltrip 
alapped shoot metal as they raced side- 
by-side through the tight third and fourth 
turns. 

“When T got down on the curb the left 
front the rod was bent about an inch and o 
hal” Yarborough said later. “The front 
end wae all outol whack. [t took a turn and 
aihalf of the wheel to get it working like it 
Wee suppoged to ba | was working hard 
oul there.” 

If he was, hardly anyone noticed. After 
trading Waltrip for the first few laps, 
Yarborough moved up and tried to pass 
the Gatorade Chavrolet. Waltrip. who wae 
bo lead the first 16 laps, beld off Yarbor- 
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“Move over, som.” Cale Yarborsuph says as he shoulders his racer in ahead of that of leader Darrell Waltrip. 


Cy ee as 


as : 


After capturing the tead from Waltrip Yarborowgh newer relinquished it and thus woe a ain- a ae 


Dominion S00 in Martinswille, Virginia, 


Chrysler Hit With 


The United States Justice Department 
has Filed o $91 million suit against 
Chrysler Corporation that involyea the 
uae of moneertified emission control 
devices on $188 Plymouth and Dodge 
CRIs. 

The suit, filed Sept, 27, charges Chrys- 
ler with a violation of the Clean Air Act, 
which prohibits the sale of any new 
vobicle unless it is covered by a cer.ifi- 
date of conformity igswed by the adminis- 
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency signifying that design specifica 
tions of the vehicle will meet federal 
emissions standards. 

The suit says Chrysler equipped its 
EPA. test vehicles with a different amis- 
sions device than those weed by the cara 
actually delivered Into commerce. Justios 
Dept, officials asked thecoqurt to restrain 
and prevent future violations by the 
defendant and for civil penalties of 
210,000 for each vehicle that did mot 
conform to the EPA eartifioation. 

The problem specifically is that Chrya- 
ler engineers equipped those PO00-plus 
Dodges and Plymouths. all with the 
225cid six-cylinder engine and standard 
iransmission, with one of two exhaust 
gus recirculation amplifiers. The differ- 
ence between the proper part and the 
improper part, ageerding to Chrysler 
spokesmen, is thal the improper part has 
aslightdelay feature callodadalay dump 


Giant Law Suit 


built in, and the proper pari does not. 

Said a spokesman for the Corysler 
Corp, “The justice Dept.'s action is 
ineredible. It seeks to punish Chrysler for 
4 simple, unintentional human error 
made im reports to the Environmental 
Protection agency. This mistake had sero 
effect on air quality. Infact Chrysler tests 
ahow that the cara invelved beat goverm- 
ment standards by o good margin, 

“Nevertheless, when Chrysler dis- 
covered the error it notified the EPA, 
straightened gut the problem in produc- 
tion, recalled the cars and corrected them 
to conform bo reporta made to thea BPA 
The problem simply is that the part weed 
wae mob the part described in a report to 
the EPA. The two parts are virtually 
identical Ita beyond all reagon for the 
Justice Dept. knowing all the facts, to act 
so unjustly." 

“We decided to ae part A inetead of part 
B.” said the Chrysler apokesman, “and 
nobody got around to correcting the pap- 
erwork.” 

Chris Rice, a spokesman for the BPA, 
said, “aks nol the same park They did not 
use the part thay said they would and 
therein lies the problem. The problem is 
the integrity of Lhe certification system.” 

The cars involved were sold during the 
period between Aug. 26, 1975 and Der. 2, 
1973. The EPA referred the cage to the 
Justios Dept on Aug, 3 of this year, 


@ Jochen hina ‘took the Porsdhe ea6. to its sixth er in seven 
races September 19 by winning the Salzburgring edition of the 
World Sportscar Championship. Following Mass in second place 
was Reinhold Joest in his Porsche 908, with Dieter Quester third in 
an Oscella/BMW two liter. Vittorio Brambilla led briefly in the 
Alfa S33T812 but dropped out early with a broken oil scavenge 


pump drive. 
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So Far, How It'll 
Be Next Year 


By Bruce Conaja 


The dominant force in Camel GT racing 
eo far in 1976 has been the Chevy Monae 
All Amerioan GT. After laying dormant 
for almost a year, various team book the 
AAGT rules to heart, applied sound 
principles of car preparation and deve- 
loped a car which until now. had only 
been good on paper. Im the hands of Al 
Holbert and Michael Keyser, with devel- 
opment by Delon Engineering, the Mon- 
#8 has brcome the car to have te win the 
Sores 

Others have hed their share of the spot- 
light, however. Both Porsche and BMW 
have been around to keep the AAGT's 
honest and in being there have provided 
one of the better seasons in the histery of 
GT racing. 

The key tothe Monza s upswing came at 
Road Atlanta, when both Al Holbert and 
Michael Heyser, long Poreche propo- 
nenis, unveiled their new American cara 
for the firat time. They had read the 
handwriting on the wall, the fact that the 
rilea gave the AACGT care an advanlage 
for the 1976 IMS.A season, and reacted 
accordingly. Holbert won the first Road 
Atlanta round, with Keyser a strong 
second. Duet before that, the two hed bade 
& fine farewell to Porsche, with a victory 
in the Sebring 12 Hours as they shared the 
Tide in Holbert’s car. 

With the new car's first victory under 
its belt, the [MiG.4 contingent headed west 
for the first time. Holbert showed that the 
Road Atlanta vintory wasn't a Muke by 
scoring his third victory in a row at 
Laguna Gece, with Gregg in the BMW and 
Keyser's Monce trailing, after their well- 
publicized bumping routine. 

The Monzas came up empty the next 
two times out, but got back on the right 
rack at Mid-Ohio where they were ayrain 
one-two, with Keyser edging Holbert by a 
coliple of feet, following acother bumping 
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BRITISH LEYLAND DRIVERS 
WIN ELEVEN RACES IN 
SEASON'S FINAL EVENTS 
Bridgehampton, Sept.i9: 
Soittire 


Spitfire 
TR? 


CS let ini 


IRF, Sept. 19 

GP Ist Bob Booher 

FP lat John Kelly 

EP ist Brian fuergtenau 

DP dst John MeComb 

Savanah, Sept. 19 

HP ist Vivian Crebghton 

GP Ist fave McNeil Spitfire 

FP ist Rick Capone Soutfire 

FLASH! Canadian National Champions dectared 

Sept. 26th: DF, 

DF John Schuberg 

EP Graham Vickers 

FP Tom Tetile 

GP Mel Young 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

| BRITISH LETLAND COMPETITION OF PARTMENT 


Spittare 
MiG Midget 
MGB 

RT 


Spwite 


MG Midget 
MG Midget 
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Pearson Races To Win, Not To Make Friends 


HARRISBURG, N.C.—="They' re all mad 
... jealous ...or something. Half of the 
people in the garage area—some of my 
‘old friends'—won't even speak to me 
now, What the hell do they axpect me to 
do, back off and let them win?" 

That's the price that David Pearson is 
having to pay for being a wioner... the 
biggest winner during the 1976 Winston 
Cup racing season. 

“Thoae game drivers have all forgotten 
about the years when I didn't win, I 
wuess,” Pearson added. “I won my firet 
race at Charlotte back in 164 ane didn't 
win there again until two years age, And 
look at the year] badin 1o7t (when he woo 
only $32,135). I made more than that back 
in May wheo | won the World 60." 

And it's very obviows that the 41-year- 
old Purolator Mercury driver bas no 
intentions of backing off. 

“T knew what wos wrong then (1971 }and 


| knew what | had te do,” he axplained. 
“Now, Tm winning races with the Wood 
Brothers—and | doen't care who lies it | 
can't afford to think about 1." 

Aund when the National 500 rolls around 
on Ottober 10, chances are extremely 
good tha! Peargon will capture the 
$276,555 classic. You can't even pet a 
decent argument out of Jimmy “The 
Greek" Snyder on that one. 


Not only is his record this yoar—nine 
¥ictoricas in 16 staris—remarkable, but 
his performances at Charlotte Motor 
Speedway in the past three years have 
been phenomenal, 

The 41-year-old grandfather hes cap- 
tured three of the past five events over 
CMS's 1.5-mile layout and Hnished aec- 
ond and third in the other two, When it 
comes to the pole position far a CMS 
event, it almost automatic (hal Pearson's 


‘Nothing Wrong With Donnie 


ATLANTA—Doennie Allison would like 
to gel the record straight. “There's mo- 
thing wrong with Donnie Allison,” said 
the 37-year-old brother of Bobby Allison, 
4 Superstar oo the Winston Cup Grand 
National circuit 

There was 6 time in the late 1960s and 
1hTOthat many people though Donnte wis 
a better driver than his older brother, a 
pair of Miami, Fla, products who have 
resided in Hueytown, Ala. for many 
EME, 

In 1870, Donnie drove a Banjo Mattes 
Ford to victory in the World 600, Fire. 
cracker 400, and a 250-miler at Bristol, 
Tenn. He earned $92,606 in 19 races. 

Poto Hamilton, than driving ao Ply- 
mouth out of Aichard Petty's shop, won 
the Daytona 300 and both S00-milere at 


Talladega, Ala. in 1970. Hamilton hes 
faded into obacurity as far ae the WOGh 
oireuit is concerned. Donnie races spar- 
ingly on the WCGN ecireuit, 

Both Donnie and Hamilton were here 
Saturday and Sunday for the second 
annual Southern Sportsman g00, an 
independant race of NASCAR thatdraws 
the best aporteman drivers in the nation, 
Sve a Few, 

Dennie Allison woo the outside pole in 
hie brether’s Newa. Harniltonm builda 
aportsman racers and he had two of them 
in the field for the SS 200, 

“Lknow Teon still win,” Allison said as 
he seated himeelf on 4 Slack of tires. “I 
thought I was going to win Darlington 
(the recent Gouthern S00). wae within a 
gecond and a half of lappnga (David) 


LATE NEWS 


Continued From Fage 1 


@® More on driver assignments for next season. The latest tocome 
from Europe is that Clay Regazzoni may replace Jochen Mass as 
the number two driver at McLaren. McLaren boss Teddy Mayer 
says, however, that the rumor is “well in advance of any concrete 


decision.” 


® Pierre Ugeux, secretary of the CSI, has absolved Team 
McLaren and Texaco of any suggestion of cheating during the 
team's fuel octane hassle at the Italign Grand Prix September 12. 
Ugeux noted that precise testing of fuel octane ratings isextremely 
uncertain because of production and analysis difficulties. 

® Datsun reportedly is about to field a new car called the SX200. It 
Will be aimed straight at the Toyota Celica, which is selling well. 

® Strong rumors that BMW will field a 320 to run in the Camel 
GTU series next year. BMW will neither confirm nor deny. 

@ Daytona International Speedway again will hold an FIA 
international race, the 24 Hours Of Daytona, February 5 and 6, for 
Group Five World Championship Of Makes Cars. 

® Kichard Petty says his team has not yet decided what make of 


car it will run on the NASCAR trail in 1977, this from the man who 
has been falthful to Chrysler products for lo, these many years. 
NASCAR watchers say they wouldn't be terribly surprised to learn 
thet the Petty equine was building both Ford and Chevy test 
engines in an effort so see which makes more horsepower, which 
has better reliability, etc. 

® There seem to be signs of progress towards ending the UAW 
strike against Ford Motor Co. Sources on both sides of the 
bargaining table report concessions in some minor agreements, 
but there has been no breakthrough yet. The strike is likely to 
continue for at least another two weeks. 

® Meanwhile, Ford car sales have continued to pace the industry 
in mid-September despite the strike, up 17% compared to an 
overall industry increase of 8%. 

® Volkswagen chief Toni Schumecker will go to the newly 
acquired New Stanton, Pennsylvania plant October 5 to formally 
take possession of the plant for Volkswagen. It is expected to take 
16 months before the plant will begin producing Rabbit cars. 

@ Jan Opperman has been removed from neurological constant 
care at Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis and put into a private 
room. Opperman, who sustained a severe cerebral contusion Sept. 
12 in a sprint car race in Indy, has improved considerably, though 
he'll probably be hospitalized for at least another week. Opperman 
is said to be looking forward to driving again next year, or perhaps 
even late this year. 


name is Inscribed on it as he has captured 
Six slraight No. | starting positions, 

All that has puahed the Spartanburg, 
5.C., native ints the top apot among CMS 
money winners with $45301. A vietory 
in the 00 weold also push him in another 
category all by himself-the only five- 
hime Winner at the Charlotte track, 

Pearson, a three-time Grand National 
point champion who is second on the all- 
Fite money winning list behind Richard 
Petty, is quick to credit the famed Wood 
Brothers crew of Stuart, Va., for his recent 
SUGCOS RES. 

“They (Glen and Leonard Wood) live 
racing #4 houwre «a day," said Pearson, 
“They don't stop until they get things 
Fight, Their attitude makes me try harder 
and it gives me more confidence, | wish I 
Could have been driving for them all my 


Career. 
“We'll be ready for the National 500 


because we all try harder when there's 
that much money invelved," Pearson 
continued, “I'd be lying if [didn '‘tthink we 
could win the pole and lead the most laps 
at Charlotte—inecluding the last lip.” 


The money involved" sould resultina 
payday as big ae the $40,000 Pearson took 
home last May, There's $10.84) for the 
pole position; $18,000 in NAPA Charger 
lap bonwe money that will go to the leader 
of the most laps every B0-miulle segment: 
and 21.410 to the winner of the race, 


The task facing Paareon, however, will 
be much more difficult for the 500 than it 
wie back in May, Not only will be have to 
boat the best from NASCAR thistime, but 
CMS officials have stacked the deck with 
such formidable threats as Johony Au- 
theriord AJ. Foyl and Gordan Johneock 
from USAC circuit and Al Holbert from 
the IMSA ranks. 


Allison,’ Says Donnie Allison 


Pearson. Hot the water pump broke." 

Pesraon weet on to win and Alligon was 
saddled with his third did-not-finish in 
five WOGNM races in the Hoss Ellington 
Chevrolet this vear, 

Banjo Matthews, whi built the cars 
driven by pole winning LD. Ottinger and 
Buck Simmons, walked upas Alison was 
talking. “It's Banjo's fault. He quit,” 
Allieon smiled. 

“LE heato’t quit ['d been brake,” raplied 
Matthews, who owns Banjos Porforman- 
center at Arden, NC. 

When Matthews polled out of Grand 
Natinal racing, Allison found himself 
Without a fide. The manufacturers leftthe 
alock tarcirouil, that is, allexoept the two 
care Chrysler was eupperting out of 
Richard Petty's shop in 1971 

Cale Yarborough had driven the Wood 
Brothers’ Mercury te 10 victories from 
1967 threwch 1oT0. But he decided to goon 
the USAC Championship Trail in 1870. 
The Woods signed AJ. Poyiand Allieoo ta 
drive for them in i871. 

Foyt Won the Atlante 50) and Allison 
Captured the Winston SU) at Talladega. 
Ale, but that was all the famed Stuart, 
Va, tam came away with in 1974, 

“That year was a transition period for 
the Wood boys. They were changing from 
a. 429 to a 427 engine and many other 
systema in their cars as well,” Allison 
explained. 


“Until this yoar | haven thad a competi- 
tive car sines 1971," Allison added, Hors’ 
Chevrolet haso't won in 1976, bul it is a 
winner, Hoss is going to have two care for 
Foyt and mé at Charlotte,” revealed 
Allison, who was talking about the 
National 00 on Oet, 10, 

Asked if he could go back and change 


Hite Leads Series 


MONT TREMBLANT, Gue.— Mike Hite, 
of Gelden Colorado took the checkered to 
maintain his slim lead over Kevin Caruso 
of Cincinnati, Ohio in the Jim Hugsell 
Championship series, With only one rece 
to go at the pictureeque Le Circuit Mont 
Tremblant Hite and Caruso are sepmrated 
by jue seven pointe. 

The top six drivers in the series are all 
still in contention for the number ome spot 
with just 40 points separating them, The 
tithe brings with it a race-prepared For- 
mula Ford while second and third places 
are worth $1,000.00 and $5.00,00 respec. 
tively. 

Hite won his race quite handily after 
Griff Jones [rom New Hartford, Conn. 
dropped out with « jammed throttle cable 
after coming down heavily on a curb at 
the Essers. 


Harrah Car Takes Best 


The Best of Show award for the annual 
Del Monte Coneours al Pebble Beach, 
Calif., went to Bill Harrah's Bugatti Type 
STSC amd pot to J.B. Methercuti's 128 
Isotia Franschini &4 Castagoa Landaulet 
Cabriolet as listed in the Sept. if edition 
olAuiowesk, Nethercutt's bandsome saute 
Was DAmed the shows Most Elegant, 


anything over the past five years what 
would he do, Allison said, “That's really 
not a fair question, Amything I did I 
thought was in my best inkerest 

He did mot mention DiGard Racing Co. 
He was a victim of circumstances during 
the 2.5 years he drove the DiGard Chevrn- 
let. Tb wis competitive to a point, but oot 
for an eolire race, He left the team after 
the July 4, 1975, Flrecrachar 400 and hae 
bean seen ony 4 few times at WOGN event 
BRITCE. 

Alligon has not won a Grand Natinal 
race aimee the L871 Wineaton SOO. But it 
dowen't bother him as much as you'd 
think, 

“T mise the big races and the big 
crowds.” he eaid, “but I wouldn't coma 
back full-time unless I had a competitive 
car. When the factories were in there were 
13, 14 gare available. Now you ony have 
about five. Bo, Good rides ara hard to 
find." 

Allison has had a geod year on the 
gportigman clrouli, He won 11 races at 
Birmingham (Aja.) International Aace- 
wy, the track be represented in the SS 
400. He has won a total of 33 races this 
year, Wilh several eventa atill remaining 

“Tye won tore races before." he said. 
“but [can't complain, [t has beon a good 
year in that [verin geod every whereDve 
raced. 

He said bee probably would enter the 
Nova in the world Service Life 300 on Oet. 
B at Charlotte Motor Speedway. It's the 
richest race on the aportaman cireuit, 

Altigon launched his career in 1567 at 
Hialenh, Pia, the same track his brother, 
Bobby, began his career two years earlier. 
Donnie says he has won somewhere 
between 300 and 400 races in the past 20 
years. 

“Whaat [like shout my situation today is 
Peas de] want todo. [have more time to 
Spend with my family thanever befere. I'd 
like to run ali the big tracks. That's one 
thing Pm oot doing. [ would like to 
do..and win,” Allison said —Grne Grang- 


Fl Dates Set 


A aet of provisional Formula Qne race 
dates has been relanged by the Interna- 
tional Sporting Commission (CSI) in 
Paris. That schedule confirms that the 
United States again will be the only 
nation having two Grands Prix in i977. 
The U.S. Grand Prix Weet in Long Beach, 
Calif. if slated for April @ and the U.S. 
Grand Prix in Watkins Glen, New York, 
Slated for October 3.1877. 

The remainder of the calendar, which 
covers 13 additional nations, around the 
world gets under way Jan. 9 1977 in 
Husnot Aires, Argentina and ie followed 
Gy these dates and dites: Jan. 23, Interla- 
g08, Brazil: March 6, Kyalond, &. Atria 
May 4, Jarama. Spain; May 22, Monte 
Carlo, Monaco: June 5, folder, Belgium; 
June 18, Zandveort, Holland, July 3, 
Dijon, France: July (7, Bilveratone, Eag- 
land: Joly 31, Nurburgring, Germany; 
Aug. 14, Osterreichring, Austria: August 
28, Anderstorp, Sweden: September 11, 
Monza, Italy; October 2, Mosport, Cumuda, 
and Oct, 24, Fuji, Japan. 


